
Who Sank the Boat?

(Developed by Ken and Kim Mechling, Lower Burrell, PA)

Check the contents of this bag before taking it home. It should contain the following supplies. If any are missing, ask your teacher for help.

· 1 copy of the book Who Sank the Boat? by Pamela Allen

· 50 US pennies (could use multiples of any standard coin)

· 5   10x10 cm sheets of heavy duty aluminum foil

· 1 activity sheet (on the reverse side of this page)

You will also need a sink, bathtub, bucket, or large bowl full of water and some paper towels to complete the activity.

** NOTE TO PARENT**  The purpose of this packet is to provide an active learning experience in which you and your child will be engaged.  Please take the time to read the enclosed book with your child and participate in the activities allowing your child to take the lead role.  

Directions:

1. Read Who Sank the Boat? aloud with a family member. Then work together to complete the activity.  

2. Using one sheet of aluminum foil construct a boat that will hold a large number of pennies.

3. Before testing the boat, fill in the activity sheet by drawing a picture of your boat and predicting the number of pennies your boat will hold before sinking.

4. Fill a sink, bathtub, bucket, or large bowl with water. 

5. Test your boat by floating it on the water and carefully adding pennies one by one until it sinks.

6. On the activity sheet, record the greatest number of pennies your boat held. 

7. Calculate and record on the activity sheet the difference between the predicted and actual numbers of pennies held by your boat.

8. Using another sheet of aluminum foil, design a new boat that will hold more pennies. 

9. On the activity sheet record your drawing and prediction before testing your new boat. Then record the actual number of pennies held by the boat and calculate the difference.

10. Answer the questions on the bottom of the activity sheet and return it to school along with the remaining contents of the bag.
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Questions

1. Which one of your boats held the most pennies?

2. Why do you think it held more?

3. If you were to build another boat what might you change to make it hold even more pennies?

